
“But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay...” - 2 Corinthians 4:7



To My Family & Friends
“As you know, I have experienced many miracles over the course of my 14 year battle with 
cancer. God has extended my lifespan long past the 2-year prognosis I was originally given. 
With these extra years I was able to enjoy precious time with family and friends, attend family 
reunions, travel, and do so much more. At this point, my body is no longer my own and my 
suffering is intolerable. I’ve chosen to be removed off life support tomorrow, Sunday evening 
March 11. I know I will finally get the joy of running into the arms of Jesus free from this weak, 
diseased body. I love you all so much and I hope you will not be sad, but instead I hope you 
will rejoice with me as I enter my eternal home. I love all of you and I will see you!” - Kim

Kimberly Merrival Schoof 1959-2018  
Kim Merrival Schoof passed away peacefully surrounded by her family on March 11, 2018 
after a 14-year battle with throat cancer. Born in Salt Lake City on October 15, 1959, Kim grew 
up loving the majestic mountains and beauty of Utah where many of her family and friends 
still reside. During her teenage years she moved with her mother to Seattle where she lived 
a happy, fulfilling life as a wife, mother, and co-owner of advertising/media companies along 
with her husband John Schoof. Nearly 14 years ago, Kim (a non-smoker) was diagnosed with 
stage 4 throat cancer and was given a two year prognosis from the doctors. After extensive 
research, Kim decided not to do traditional radiation and chemotherapy, but instead sought 
out alternative, holistic cancer treatments, even traveling alongside her devoted husband 
John to non-traditional clinics in Mexico. Over the years, Kim experienced many long term 
remissions and healings from her disease. With an unrelenting optimism and a powerful faith 
in God, Kim fought tirelessly to overcome the disease until the final days of her life. In the 
end, her suffering became intolerable and she decided to be removed off life support and fly 
into the arms of Jesus. She transitioned into heaven at The University of Washington Medical 
Center in Seattle, where a dedicated team of doctors and nurses provided first rate medical 
care and compassion to the very end. Kim attended Tabernacle Fellowship in WA and truly 
lived a Christ-like example in the way she treated everyone with love and acceptance. She 
had a caring, compassionate nature and loved praying for others, especially those afflicted 
or struggling. She always inspired her many doctors and nurses with her amazing will to live, 
loving disposition and beautiful countenance. Kim is survived by her husband of 24 years, 
John Schoof, her two beloved sons Shaun Svenson and Timothy Svenson, mother Alena 
Halverson, father Heber Williams, stepmother Cori Williams, sister Katrina Williams Katsarelis 
(Matt), niece Amy, nephew Ty, and many beloved cousins who she grew up with in Utah.   
Kim’s birth father was Peter “Peachie” Merrival of the Oglala Sioux Tribe in Pine Ridge South 
Dakota, who also died of throat cancer. Kim was always very proud of her Sioux heritage and 
spoke lovingly of her ancestors and family members in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 

Order of Service
Thank you for being with us today to celebrate the life of Kim Schoof. The below order of 
service is flexible.

Processional ~ The Family ..............................................Rita Knight, Pianist

Welcome and Opening Prayer ............................................ Pastor Hal Price

Song ~ “Amazing Grace” .............................................................. Dan Wood

Eulogy  ...................................................................................Matt Katsarelis

Tribute ~ Sharing of Special Memories
 Dr. Nick Chen, MD
 Dr. Tzevan Poon, MD
 Jade O’Neil
 Katrina Katsarelis

Song ~ “This One Thing I Desire“…………… ............….…….David Gangloff

Slide Presentation ~ Reflection of Kim’s Life

Song ~ “I Want to See You in All Your Beauty” …….…. ..............Larry Gates

Reflecting Comments .......................................................... Pastor Hal Price

Song ~ “I Just Want to Be Where You Are“ .................................Larry Gates

Reflections ~ Thanks and Appreciation ..................................... John Schoof

Final Comments and Closing Prayer ................................... Pastor Hal Price

Closing Song ~ “I’m Coming Home to You” ....................... Randy Waggoner

~ Refreshments will be served immediately following the service ~

For Information About Kim’s cancer 
journey go to www.kimschoof.org
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Above: Kim and her sister dressed up as bunnies. 
Kim and her sister loved dressing up in their costumes 
for whatever the occasion was. Kim and Katrina were 
a pair of sisters to be reckoned with. 

Who is Kim Schoof?

Above: Kim’s mother and sister were a source of encouragement and love all of the way through.

...Who WAS or IS Kim Schoof?
Thank you for being with us today to celebrate the life of Kim Schoof. You may wonder why 
we ask “Who IS Kim Schoof” instead of “Who WAS Kim Schoof.” The reason is that, in the 
Bible, Jesus said “God is a God of the living and not a God of the dead” (when some of the 
teachers of the law were trying to prove there was not life after death in Luke 20:38.) Paul 
wrote to the Thessalonians and also mentioned life after death when he said “Brothers and 
sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope...” (1 Thessalonians 4:13.) So, when 
you think of Kim, we would like you to remember not only who Kim WAS but also who she IS.

Page 5  ....................................................a Daughter, a Sister

Page 6  ............................................................................a Wife

Page 8  ....................................................................... a Mother

Page 10 ......................................................................a Friend

Page 12 .................................................................a Christian

Page 14 ........ Beautiful, Sweet, Elegant, Joyful, Humorous

Page 16 ...........................She Lived Her Life to be His Bride

...a Daughter, a Sister

Above: Kim with her sister Katrina Williams Katsarelis and father, Heber Williams.

Above: Kim with her mother, Alena, who was a great 
support and inspiration to Kim.
Above Left: Kim at around age 1. John notes: “Look 
at her smile. You can see that same, exact smile in 
some of pictures of her when she was older.”
Above Right: Kim at around age 11.



6
HOME

7
HOME

Who is Kim Schoof?

Above: John and Kim were engaged for 7 years. When John’s dad passed away in February of 1994, they moved 
to Aloha, OR where they got married on October 10, 1994.

Above: Kim was always there for John, helping to build a successful home-based network marketing business.

...a Wife

...a Wife

Above: Kim and John celebrating their Club Med vacation in Florida.

Top Right: Kim working the phones in the early days 
of John’s marketing company...when it was only him 
and her! John always took care of Kim even if it took 
him to the ends of the earth.

Above: Kim presented John with this portrait as a gift 
on Valentine’s Day and wrote: “To my darling, when I 
think about what it means to be us, I think about when 
we first met, how happy and in love we were. I love 
you and I know you will always be my life, my love, my 
happiness and everything to me. Happy Valentine’s 
Day” - Kim.

Bottom: Kim and her family at a dinner outing at the 
Four Seasons hotel in Hollywood.
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Above: A fun day of boating on the Puget Sound with 
Tim (at top) and Shaun (at bottom).

Above: Kim reading Bible stories to her boys on 
Christmas Eve in front of the fireplace. Kim was a 
devout woman of God who poured her life into her 
boys’ spiritual training.

Her children arise and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her: “Many 
women do noble things, but you surpass them 
all.” Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleet-
ing; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be 
praised. Honor her for all that her hands have 
done, and let her works bring her praise at the 
city gate.

- Proverbs 31:28-31

Who is Kim Schoof?

Above: There is a saying that a man chases a woman until she catches him! This was true, as Kim caught John 
and blessed him with her two sons that they raised together.

...a Mother
We have special days to thank our mothers for what they do, and today, while Kim’s sons, 
Shaun and Tim mourn their loss, they are also very thankful for everything their mom has 
done...from every diaper changed, to every encouragement given, they will always remember 
what their mom has done for them.

...a Mother

Above: (From left to right) Kim’s mother Alena, son Tim, sister Katrina, Kim and her son, Shaun.
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Who is Kim Schoof?

Above: Family and close friends get together for Kim’s birthday at the Schoof’s home. Kim and her sisters loved to 
dress up for every occasion.

...a Friend
Kim has affected SO many people’s lives as a friend. She has been a faithful and encouraging 
friend to many she knew, and she has even prayed for, encouraged and helped those of who 
she knew very little.

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born 
for a time of adversity...
- Proverbs 17:17

She opens her arms to the poor
and extends her hands to the needy...
- Proverbs 31:20

One who loves a pure heart and who speaks 
with grace will have the king for a friend....
- Proverbs 22:11

...a Friend

Above: Women’s Friday prayer group luncheon after prayer meeting.

On Top: A home luncheon with Dr. Chen, Dr. Brown, 
Kaye Brown, Laurie, John and Kim, exploring the 
siRNA treatment options.

On Bottom: Lily Kinzler, Kim’s housekeeper and 
part-time caregiver.

Above: Merja and Kim encouraged and strengthened 
each other in the Lord.
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At Top: While Kim was ill, she was not able to attend 
church services regularly, so her pastor and elders 
would come visit and pray for her at her home.

Who is Kim Schoof?

Above: Tuesday night prayer meeting with Kim exuberantly expressing her enthusiasm and love toward the Lord.

...a Christian
Much of what has already been said of what Kim was and has become is because of the 
example of her lord, Jesus Christ. He taught her to be patient, kind, to not envy or boast...and 
her heart would be that God get all of the glory for what He has done in her life and what she 
has become.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can 
boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to do.
- Ephesians 2:8-9

...a Christian

Kim’s Friday Women’s Prayer Meeting: For the past six years, these women have been meeting faithfully every 
Friday to pray for their pastor and for Kim’s healing.

Above: Kim playing her ukulele at her prayer 
fellowship.

Above: Kim met Brian O’Neill at the Oasis of Hope 
hospital in Mexico, where he accepted Jesus Christ as 
his lord and savior before going to heaven. Brian was 
the third person to try the siRNA treatment. Kim was 
the first to try the treatment.



14
HOME

15
HOME

Beautiful, Sweet, Elegant

Above: Kim on a shopping spree in Sydney, Australia.

Kim was Beautiful, Sweet, Elegant, Joyful, Humorous
Yes, Kim was all of the that. Kim was not only beautiful on the outside but also beautiful on the 
inside. She was sweet and elegant. She was joyful, often laughing and always optimistic. She 
was humorous and witty, but always sweet. Yes, Kim was all of that, and more!

Your beauty should not come from outward 
adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the 
wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. Rather, 
it should be that of your inner self, the unfading 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 
great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way 
the holy women of the past who put their hope 
in God used to adorn themselves.

- 1 Peter 3:3-5

 Joyful, Humorous...

Above: Kim videotaping the boys Christmas shopping. At Right: John and Kim taking Tim, their son, out Christ-
mas shopping at the mall. Kim was a dedicated mother and loved her sons. John, reflecting on Kim’s life, 
said “I have never met a more loving mother than Kim.”

At Top: Kim saying “Don’t tell anybody: This is my 
58th birthday!”

Above: Kim with her sister, Katrina. No two sisters 
ever loved one another more than Kim and Katrina 
loved each other.

At Bottom: Kim showing her love and appreciation for 
her presents.
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Who is Kim Schoof?

...She has “Fought the good fight”

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. - 2 Timothy 4:7

...She has Taken Hold of Eternal Life

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight 
of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, 
who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, I charge you to keep this command with-
out spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which God will bring about in his own time...

- 1 Tim 6:12-15

...So “Let Us Rejoice”!

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. - Revelation 19:7 

...She has Prepared Herself,

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. - Revelation 21:2

...She has “Laid Up Treasure”

Command those who are rich in this present world not to 
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly pro-
vides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be gen-
erous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the com-
ing age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly 
life. - 1 Timothy 6:17-19

The Spirit and the Bride Say “Come!”

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who 
hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and 
let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of 
life. - Revelation 22:17

...She lived her Life to be His Bride!
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...For All Have Sinned,

...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and 
all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. - Romans 3:23, 24

But If You Confess Your Sins...

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. - 1 John 1:9

...and If You Sin (After You Have Made Jesus Lord)

...I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father-
-Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world. - 1 John 2:1, 2

...and There Will Be Great Rejoicing!

I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

- Luke 15:7

As a young man marries a young woman, so will your 
Builder marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride, so will your God rejoice over you. 

- Isaiah 62:5

...You Can Be Saved Too!

One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach 
with the Lord.

Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,
other times there were one set of footprints.

 
This bothered me because I noticed

that during the low periods of my life,
when I was suffering from
anguish, sorrow or defeat,

I could see only one set of footprints.
 

So I said to the Lord,
“You promised me Lord,
that if I followed you,

you would walk with me always.
But I have noticed that during

the most trying periods of my life
there have only been one

set of footprints in the sand.
Why, when I needed you most,

have you not been there for me?”

The Lord replied,
“The times when you have

seen only one set of footprints
were when I carried you.”

Footprints in the Sand



...She lived her Life
 to be

His Bride!


